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WHAT TO DO IN A CHEMICAL EMERGENCY, April, 2000

Thanks to the Department of Community Affairs, State of Florida; and the Chemical Manufacturers Association for

permis sion for us e of inform ation in this do cume nt.

INTRODUCTION

The  Eme rgen cy P lannin g and  Com mun ity Rig ht-to -Kno w Ac t (EPCRA) of 1 986  establishe s req uirem ents  for Fe dera l,

State , and  local g ove rnm ents , as w ell as in dus try re gard ing pla nning  and " right- to-kn ow" r epo rting o n che mica ls.  Th is

legislation builds upon programs aimed at helping communities to better meet their duties in regard to potential chemical

emergencies.  The right-to-know provisions help to increase public's knowledge and access to information on the

presence and releases of chemicals in their communities.  States and communities, working with facilities, can improve

safe ty and pro tect p ublic h ealth  and the en viron men t.  As p art of t his pr ogra m, it is im porta nt tha t citize ns be  prop erly

prepared  to act in an emergency.

ACTIONS YOU MIGHT TAKE

In case of a chemical emergency, you might be asked to take one of three actions:  evacuate, shelter-in-place, or protect

your breathing.  Be sure you understand these procedures.  If you have neighbors who are hard of hearing, do not see

well, or need additional assistance, please help them.  Be sure they know what actions to take.

IF YOU ARE TOLD TO SHELTER IN PLACE

i You should protect yourself inside your house  or other building.  This is a good action to take if there is a short

release  or a sm all amou nt of mate rial in the air.  

i If your ch ildren are in s chool, the y will be pro tected by  officials. 

TO PROTECT YOURSELF:

i Go inside if you are outside.

i When inside, stay inside until your radio or TV says you can leave safely.  This is most likely to be no more than a

few  hours, rather than a day or more.

i Close all doors and windows; taping cracks or openings provides more protection.

i Turn off heating or cooling systems.

i Do not use fireplaces.  Close the dampers.

i Listen to your radio or TV for info.

IF YOU WITNESS A HAZARDOUS MATERIALS EMERGENCY

i Evacu ate the are a imm ediately.  

i Call the local fire or police department, or emergency management office to report the emergency.

i Do no t attempt to  put out fires w ith water o r rescue  injured per sons.  T rained ind ividuals are  available for  that.

IF YOU ARE TOLD TO EVACUATE?

Move to a place designated by public officials.  Follow  these steps to be ready:

i Stay as calm as you can.  You should already know where to go and what to take.

i Gather items of need for your family.  Pack only what you will need most.  Take these along if you can.

i This brochure.

i Extra clothing.

i Eyegla sses, d entures , drugs, oth er impo rtant me dicines, an d first aid kit.

i Baby supplies.
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i Portable  radio and  flashlight.

i Chec kbook  and cre dit cards, d river's licens e or othe r I.D. 

Remember to do the following:

i Turn off the lights, appliances, heating, cooling, or ventilation systems.

i Leave freezer / refrigerator on.

i Lock your house.

i Do not go to your children's school to pick them up.  That could delay their move to a safer place.  Officials will take

special care of your children.

i Do not try to call your children's school.  The phone lines will be needed for official business.

i Do not use your phones unless you or someone else you know is injured or too sick to do what is needed.  If you

must u se the ph one, ke ep  you r call very s hort.

This bro chure a nd you r radio and  TV will tell you  what ac tions to take .  Read it thro ugh an d be su re you u ndersta nd it.

Clear up questions you hav e now, not later.

i Do not listen to rumors.  Listen to your radio or TV for information.

i Use o nly one c ar (or veh icle) for you r family. 

i Please check to see if any neighbors need a ride.

i Keep y our car w indows  and air ve nts close d. 

i Listen to local stations for reports about your route and other information.

i Drive safely, traffic will be heavy.  Officers along your route will help you.

i Do no t worry a bout yo ur prope rty while yo u are aw ay.  Loc al officials will prote ct it.

i If you need a ride, try to go with a neighbor, a friend, or a relative.  If you can't, officials will provide transportation.

i If children have to leave their schools for a safer place, they will be the first to move.  Teachers and adults will take

them to a safe place.  You will be told by radio or TV where to pick up your children.

IF YOU ARE TOLD TO PROTECT YOUR BREATHING:

i You sh ould cov er your n ose an d mou th with a da mp ha ndkerc hief, towel, or  other cloth  to protect y our brea thing. 

Fold the cloth over several times.

i Close the windows a nd doors if you are in a building or a car.

i Turn off heating or cooling systems.

i Listen to your radio or TV for info.

WHAT TO DO IF YOU KNOW THERE IS A RELEASE AND IT'S COMING TOWARD YOU:

i You sh ould be p repared  to leave the  area if direc ted by the  authorities -  police, fire, or em ergenc y officials.  

i Be prepared to protect yourself, wherever you are, if evacuation isn't possible or necessary.

Studies have shown that even poorly sealed buildings provide some protection from gas entering the building. Those

results would indicate that if you are outside, you should enter your house, nearby public building, or your automobile.

i Once  inside, clos e off all outside  ventilation, su ch as th e air cond itioner or win dows .  

i Taping  cracks  or open ings in doo rs will increa se prote ction.  

i Stay inside and wait for the cloud to pass.

i If gas is entering the building, and you are in danger, a wet cloth or towel over your nose and mouth will act as a filter

and offer some protection.

i Staying inside is safer than trying to outrun a release.

i If you are outside and can't possibly get inside, move crosswind (in a direction so that the wind is blowing from your

left to right or vice versa, but not into your face or from behind).  This offers the best advantage for getting out of the

path.

i Remain calm and receive instructions before taking any further actions.

For m ore inform ation, con tact you r local or Sta te Eme rgency  Mana geme nt Office, or  your loca l Health D epartm ent.
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